
Councilman Hitchcock moved that all 'bills properly audited 
be p,aid. Councilman Ba'bcock second~d the motion, which was 
carried 'by the f'ollowing roll call vote: AYES:- COUNCIIMEN: 
Baboock, CUCCi, Hitchcock, Powell, and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIL
MJm: None. ABSBBT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

U'pon the motion of' Oouncil.man Hitchoock, seconded by Coun
cilman Babcock, the meeting adjourned at 8:50 P.M. to Sept~mber 
15, 1942, at 4:45 P.M. 

C1ty~tyo Torrance 

APPROVED: 

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF '!'HE OITY OOUNO IL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, Cal 1 f'orni a 
Septe.m.ber 15, 1942 

The City Counoil of' the City of' Torrance convened in an Ad
journed Reg}.1l.ar "eting in the Council Ohamber, C:i ty 'Hall, Torrance, 
calif'orn~a, on TUesday, September 15, 1942, at 4:45 P.M. 

: Upon motion of Councilman Hi tchcoak s~conded by Councilman 
Babcock, Councilman Cucci was appOinted Mayor Pro-tem in -the ab
senc~ of Mayor McGu1re,. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present 
being Counoilmen Babcock, Hitohoock, and CUoci. Absent: Ooun
cilmen: Powell and McGuire. 

Inasmuch as this was an Adjourned Regular Meeting, the 
~e~lar order ot business was dispensed with. 

mITHN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication f'rom Glenn M. Jain, City Engineer, addres
sed to the Uity Council, Attention Mr. Hi tohcock, "was read ad
Vising that Fire Chief J. B. MoMaster has requested p~rm.1ssion 
to arrange a transfer ot John Fess and Casper Clemmer trom the 
Park Department to the ltl.re Department tor the duration ot the 
war or until they can be replaoed by men on "the Cavil Service 
list. The writer stated that the transfer met with the approval. 
ot' his department providing that prOVision is made and permissio,n 
granted to replace one or both of these men in the Park Depart
ment inasmuoh as a transf'er- at this time without a replaoell8nt 
will seriously handicap the Park Department t s work schedUl.e •• 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the oommunioat1on trom the 
City Engineer regarding tlie transfer ot John .!ress and Casper 
Cl~mmer tram the Park Department to the Fire Department be held 
over until" the next regular meeting. Councilman Babcock seconded 
the moticm, which was carried unanimously. 

A communioation from the City Ellgineer, attention Mr. 
HItchcock, was read requesting that consideration be given to 
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the matter of h1ring additional help in the Street and Park De
partments and calling attention to the tact that laid departments 
have lost five regular men out of a total ot thirty none of 
whom have been replaced. ' 

Councilman Hitchcock·moved that the communication -trom the 
City Engineer regarding the hiring of additional help in the 
street and Park Departments be held over until the nezt regular 
meeting. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

A communication addressed. to the City Council from C. Z. 
Ward, Manager ot the Torrance Munioipal Bus LiIl&B, was read in
torming tbe Council that on September 22, 1942, the writer in
tends to start his vacation of two weeks ending October 5 1942-

d ' , an that during that time Alvin K. Hill, senior driver, will 
otticiate as manager. 

Counoilman Hitchcock moved that the request be granted. 
Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which lias carried unani
mously. 

A oommunioation addressed to the C1ty Council from W. H. 
Stanger, Manager of the Torranoe Municipal Water District No.1, 
was read respectfully requesting authorization to purchase 50 -
3/4ft No.3 oement meter boxes with covers and 50 - 3/4" No. 3 
cement meter bozes without covers at a tota,l cost of $200.85, in
cluding tax; and 1 - 18" gate valve, · hub end, solid wedge, 125# 
at a cost ot tZ89.92, including tax. The valve is to be used 
tor an emergency shut-ott between the Metropolitan and the TOrrance 
System. 

Councilman Babcock moved that $200.85 be appropriated tor the 
purchase of 50 - 3/4- No.3 oement meter boxes with covers and 
50 - 3/4- No.3 meter bozes without oovers. Councilman Hitchcock 
seconded: the motion,: which was carried by the tollowing roll oul 
vote: AlES:- COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, and CUoci. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Powell, and MoGuire. 

Councilmail Hitchcock moved that an appropriation ot $389.92 
be made tor the purchaae ot 1 - 18" gate valve, hub end, solid 
wedge, l25f/, said Talve , to be used tor an emergenoy Shut-ott be
tween the Metropolitan and the Torrance System. Counc1l.ma:a 
Baboock seconded the motion, whioh was carried by the f'ollo'l'1ng 
roll call vote: ADS: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hi tohcock, and Cucci. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Powell, and McGuire • 

.&. communication addressed to the City Council f'rom the Regional 
Planning Commission of' the County Ot Los Angeles, signecl by A. H. 
Adams, Aeting Chiet Engineer, was read enolosing a oOPY' ot a com
munication received tromthe County Tax Collector relating to tax 
delinquent land on the northeast corner of' ;Z2.3rd Street and Borcier 
Avenue, which property was sold -at public auction; and stating that 
the Oftice ot the Regional Planning Commission recommended to the 
Tax Colleotor that the above-mentiQned property be wi tbheld trom 
sale pen~ing negot1at1c)I1S tor a read deed, trom the 
prospective purchaser~ The writer advised that said deed l'as not 
acquired; and that it buildings were constructed within the fUture 
r~Bt-ot-way lines of 223rd Street the cost at widening this-im
portant highway in this City would be prohibitive. '!'he Regional. 
Planning Commission there tore recommended that a building line 
ordinance be established by the City Gouncil w·ith regard. to ·223rd 
Streett so as to protect the Master Plan ot Highways tor the County 
ot Los Angeles and the, City· ot TOrrance. 

City JIJl81neer ~am_.adV1 ·sed that 225rd Street 1s proposed by the 
Regional Planning Commission as a primary highway 100 teet wide. 
He also stated that the Doak Aircratt company negotiated tor the 
property on the northeast corner of' 225rd Street and Border Avenue; 
that said company had .,ree4 to convey the sly 20 teet ot the pro
perty to the County tor road purposes; but that said oompany was 



over bid at the auction. Mr. Jain stated he was inro~ed that Mr. 
Lady, the successful bidder, intended at a later date to convey 
the above-mentioned property to the Doalt Aircraft Company. For 
obvious. reasons Engineer Jain recommended that an ordinance re
quiring certain set-back lines be passed as soon as possible. 

Engineer Jain presented and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO'~ '~ 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING BUILDING SET-BACK 
LINES UPON PORTIONS OF CERTAIN STREETS WITH
IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE, ESTABLISHED BY AND 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROTECTING THE MASTER PLAN 
OF HIGHWAYS FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES IN 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the further reading of Ordi
nanoe No. 338 be dispensed with. Councilman Babcock seconded the 
motion, which was carried by the following roll call 'VOte: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, and Cuoci. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNC ILMEN: Powell, and McGuire. 

Oouncilman Hitchcock moved that OJ;'dinance No. 338 be adopted 
for first reading as per request of the Regional Planning Com
mission of the County of Los Angeles. Counci~ Babcock seconded 
the motion, Which was carried by the following roll call yote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcoc:k, Hitchcock, and Cucci. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN:. None. ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: Powell and McGuire. 

City Engineer Glenn M. Jain reported that he had prepared 
and wished to auhm1t at this time estimates for th~ r.epeir of 
Amie street as per instructions received at the Regular Meeting 
held september 8, 1942. He stated that the cost of repairing said 
street trom Torrance Boulevard to Spencer Street~ WhiC,h, approxi
mates one-halt mile in length, would cost about ~1,400.00' for ma
terials and labor. 

Councilman Hitchcock suggested.that the matter be held over 
until the next regular meeting. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Miss Rose Segure, Regional Representative of the State, 
County and Municipal Workers of America, affiliated with the 
C.I.O •• addressed Mayor Pro-tem Cucci and the Council and stated 
that at a meeting of Local 360 held last Friday night memb:ers 
regarded with satisfaction the plan of the Ctty Council to place 
city employeas on a monthly rather than an. hourly basis; and 
that they had agreed to aocept ~he Council's proposal to raise the 
salaries of men now receiving _140.00 to a salary or $155.00 per 
month. She stated, however, that the proposed 115.00 a month 
raise for men now receiving t130.00 ~s not accepted and asked 
the Council if there had been any more discussion on this matter. 
Mayor Pro-tem Cucci advised that the C01,Ulcll had considerable dis
cussion on this point, but that it was their opinion that $.l45.00 
per month was a reasonable wage for these lower bracket men. 

A discussion arose regarding the relative oompensation 
which could be earn~d by the former $130.00 group on both the 
monthly and hourly basis. Miss Segure aocused the Counoil of 
o~fering to pay this group of men J.ess than th~y meant to in the 
first place by reason of the fact that the men would alledgedly 
reoeive more on an hourly basis if labor were figured at 84¢ en 
hour than they would by receiving ,145.00 a month. She then 
requested that each member of the Council state his personal 
opinion on th1. question. Councilman H1tchcock replied on be
halt of the other Councilmen stat ins that at a meeting ot the 
councilmen the other night it was Ulienimously agreed that $145.00 
a month was a r a.sonable wage in that it oonstituted a $15.00 
a month raise for men previously earning $130.00 per month. 
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".As we understand it, you. are gOing to give a ;J.5.00 rais. 
to all workers now receiving under $140.00 per month and a 
$10.00 raise to everyone above that,~ remarked Miss Segure. 

"'With a few variations,· replied Mayor Pro-tem Cucci. 
Mayor Pro-tam Cucci also advised that the Council intended to pay 
the bus drivers il.OO per hour; and that on the average all other 
workers were receiving a blanket raise of 110.00. 

The question of remuneration for clerical workers was the 
next matter in 1ine ford.bate. Mayor Pro-tem Cucci advised that 
Marce11a Crook, now making $90.00 per month, wou1d be given 
$110.00; and that Typist June Ihitt Who 1s now earning $95.00 
woul.d reoeive ,110.00 per month also. He stated that those on 

. probation would receive a minimum salary of $100.00 a month dur
ing the probationary period with a. ten dollar raise at the end of 
every six-month period. 

Mr. Treloar, also representing Local 360 of the state, 
County and MUnicipal Workers of Ame~oa, asked Mayor Pro-tem 
CUcci what he considered to be a reasonable wage for experienoed 
clerical help. 

ItThere is no maximum amount whioh may be earned by exper
ienced help. It·is acoordingto their ability. They might go 
as high as 1150.00 or $160.00 a month.1t Mayor Pro-tem CUcci 
continued by oiting the salary received by Miss Valeria Turner 
who received $145.00 previous to her leave of a1J>senoe. 

Mr. Treloar submitted an appeal on behalf of MArcella crook, 
employee in the-Judicial Department, who has been working at a 
salary of $90.00 per month for -approximately eighteen months, 
asking that Miss Crook be given at least $125.00 per month. 

At 5:18 P.M. Councilman Powell entered the Council Chamber. 

Mayor Pro-tem Cucci replied to Mr. Treloar's p1ea tor a 
larger increase in the salary of Court Clerk Maroella Crook by 
stating that the Council wa.s trying to, keep clerioal wo.rkers 
on a par as much as possible to avoid conflicting feelings be
tween the various departments. 

Miss Segure at this time entered protest on behalf of the 
bus drivers who opposed the Council t 5 plan to place them on an 
hourly basis and asked for a decision as to whether or not the 
bus drivers would be pla.ced on an hourly or monthly basis. 

Mayor Pro-tam Cucci replied that inasmuch as the $1.00 per 
hour rate of pay would amount to approximately $174.00 that the -
Council would be willing to pay the bus drivers $175.00 on a 
monthly salary basis. 

Miss Segureadvised that the above woul.d be acoeptable pro
vided no irregularities are found. She also announced that she 
wanted 1t understood that the negotiations thus far by no means 
closed the possibil1ty of coming baok and discussing individual 
or general wage adjustments. Mayor Pro--tem Cucci and Councilman 
Powell assured Miss Segure that all grievances woul.d be ironed 
out as fairly as possible. 

Ad1scussion arose regarding the appropriate time for the 
official adoption of the resolution setting forth oity employees' 
classifioations and their respective salaries. Councilman 
Babcock moved that the salary situation ~e postponed until 
september 29, 1942. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion. 

Mr, Hallanger, Deputy City Clerk, addressed the Council 
and audienoe at this time and stated that it would be allrost 
impossible to have the payroll including retroactive payout by 
the first of October it the resolution wasn't adopted until 
September 2g.. He discussed at length the long procedure to be 
followed in figuring out retroaot1ve pay at t-he new salary rates, 
especially in cases involving overtime. Mr. Hallanger advocate4 
a supp3l.ementary payroll which could be issued before the first
of October provided the Council passas the resolution above-men
tioned at the Adjourned Meeting to be held September 18, 1942. 



· ... _ -_._--------------------------

Councilman Babcock withdrew his original motion and moved 
that the resolution with reterence to salary rates for city em
ployees be ofticially adopted at an Adjourned Meeting to be held 
September 18, 1942, at 4:45 P.M. Councilman H1tchcock seconded 
the motion, Which was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Powell moved that th~ City A.ttorney be instructed 
to be present at, the Adjourne.d Meeting to be held September 18, 
1942, at 4:45 P.M. tor the purpose of ruling on the legal1ty of 
a~t1on taken at that time. Councilman Babcock seconded the 
motioD, which .. as carried unanimously. 

Mr. Grover C. Whyte, PUb11sher of the Torrance Herald, ad
dressed the COuncil and audience at this time on the alibject 

. of housing, urging that something bedC)ne immediately to alleviate 
the . housing shortage which is hampering the dev810pment of this 
cozm:n.un1ty. He ssated that the Pacific ~ectric did not intend to 
reinstate the red cars in Torrance but that sa1d company does 1n
tend to operate "'semi-trai1ers~ from Manchester direct to Terminal 
Island, the latter arrangement not to' include Torrance, however. 
Mr. Whyte stated that Mayor McGuire .hed promised definite a.ction 
on the housing matter this afternoon. 

Councilman Hitchcock sUggested that the Council give the 
housing committee a definite answer with reference to hiring a 
b.ousing expert and expediting other matters pertaining to the 
housing problem at the Adjourned Regular Meeting to be held Friday, 
September 18, ,1942, at 4:45 P.M. 

At 5:42 upon motion of Councilman Babcock seconded by Council
man Hitchcock the meeting adjourned to September 18, 1942, at 
4:45 P.M. 

a~ City ClerothEid y o1".rOriiIiC8 

. APPROVED: 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR ADJOURNED 
MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE ,CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
September 18, 1942 

The aity Council of the City of Torrance convened in a 
Regular Adjourned ~eeting in the Council Cham'Qer, City Hall, 
Torrance, California, on Friday, September 18, 1942, e..t 4:45 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire called the ,meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present 
being Councilmen: Babcoc:k, Hi tohoock, Powell, and McGuire. Ab
sent: Councilmen: CUcci. 

~h1s being a Regular Adjourned ,Meeting, the regular order 
of business was dispensed with. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
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